Caring--a masculine perspective.
The last decade has witnessed an increase in the published works dedicated to the issue of men and their masculinity. While the views are divergent, the overwhelming image of masculine identity today remains the traditional one. This traditional masculinity is underpinned by oppressive practices affecting women, gay men and black men. Within nursing, it would appear that men are assuming positions of power in ever increasing numbers and that these men tend to follow traditional masculine paths. Thus a situation is arising where a profession that consists overwhelmingly of women is being dominated by men being in positions of power. If these men occupy the traditional masculine standpoint then this may have a negative impact on care.